If you are a new coach or simply looking for another way to prepare your team this little handout may be handy.  Feel free to use this document and alter it to fit the needs of your team.  
-Danielle Penney, VAC State Chair 2012
Name:								

Art as Commentary 2012 Organizational Tool & Study Guide
Artist list 2012:

Banksy
Daryl Cagle
John Byrd 
Dr. Seuss (Theodor Seuss Geisel) 
Dorothea Lange 
Jenny Holzer 
Betye Saar 
Faith Ringgold 
Elizabeth Catlett 
Richard Notkin 
Ken Burns 
Norman Rockwell



Due Dates 
1. 5 or more high quality Quiz bowl questions types (with sources) and handed in.  I suggest at least 2 of your questions have images with questions.  You will need to do this before I hand you your prompt. 
Due:					

2. Project proposal in on time with quality sketches.  Due:					

3. Long term project completed and handed in.  Due:					

4. Outstanding artist statement. Proof read by at least two peers and one other adult 
Due:				

5. The regional date is 						

6. The State date is Friday April 13, 2012.  For those of you who make it to state we will leave incredibly early on Thursday April 12, 2012.


Suggestions on how to study for your artists
1. Research the life and work of the artist
1. Know your artist’s full name and any nicknames they may have gone by.
1. Print off images of the artist’s work, note the date and title of the pieces
1. Know what medium and techniques your artist used.
1. Know what style your artist worked in, research this style- understand it!
1. Find quotes by your artist regarding life and their work.  Write them down
1. Find out if your artist was associated with a group of artist or people and who those people were.  Know how they influence the artist and how your artist influenced other people.
1. Know your artists birth date and death date if applicable.
1. Know where they were born, (city, state, country)
1. Know where they worked (city, studio, gallery) and the name of these places
1. Know what made your particular artist unique; this is what made them famous!
1. Use at least 5 sources.  PLEASE go beyond Google!!!!!  Journals, books, and other periodicals are best as they are printed and published and the facts are checked and referenced.  Use websites ending in .org and .edu are the best or websites created by that artist or the foundation of the artist.
1. Utilize your local library, the librarians inside would be more than happy to aide you in your research process.  If you are close to a college campus consider using their library and their librarians as a resource.  
1. Study, Study, Study!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  DO NOT Procrastinate!
1. DO NOT write True or False questions!
1. See the old sample questions below to get an idea of what types of questions VAC is looking for to use in the quiz bowl.  Remember if you write the question you will know the answer!!!!





Sample Questions having the artist’s name as the answer

Q: Which internationally acclaimed artist and illustrator founded the Brandywine School of Illustrative Art in 1996? 
A: Howard David Johnson 

Q: One of this artist’s most famous patrons was Lorenzo de Medici.  Who is the artist? 
A: Sandro Botticelli 

Q: Which artist is well known to be a socialist artist as well as a supporter of the Social Democratic Party?
A: Kate Kollwitz 


Sample Questions containing images
Q: Name the artist and the style of painting describing the artist’s use of bold linear type of painting which employed shocking color juxtapositions and depicted transcendental themes. This artist was/is a passionate environmentalist and defender of human and animal rights.
[image: ]
A: Peter Max, Cosmic 60’s style

Q: This stamp, issued by the French Post on November 10, 2008, celebrates which artist's birthday?
[image: ]
A: Honore Daumier

Sample Questions containing answers other than artist’s names or cultures

Q: What did Andy Warhol call his studio where he produced artwork using commercial printing techniques to give his work an “assembly line” effect?
A: The Factory


Q: What art movement and artist inspired Stanley Mouse and Alton Kelly?
A: Art Nouveau & Alphonse Mucha 

Q: Roy Lichtenstein used two panels in some of his paintings.  What were these called?
A: DIPTYCHS 
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