Rice Paper Lanterns
Lesson plan submitted by Jill La Grange, WAEA past president
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Grade Levels Four and Three
5 Weeks during one hour class periods

Lesson learning objectives with Wisconsin Model Academic Standards for Art and Design Education standards applicable to each objective:

To have students develop an understanding of the Chinese culture and their use of lanterns. 
Applicable Visual Art and Design Wisconsin Academic Standard (s): B. 4.1Students will understand that artists and cultures throughout history have used art to communicate ideas and to develop functions, structures and designs. B.4.3 Know that works of art and designed objects relate to specific cultures, times and places.

To have students create a functional mixed media work of art. 
Applicable Visual Art and Design Wisconsin Academic Standard: 
H4.4 Create three-dimensional forms with paper, clay, and other materials
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Short summary of lesson and essential ideas/Big Ideas/Theme
Essential Ideas of Lesson:

 - Involvement in visual art develops aesthetic awareness, which can improve the quality of life. 
 - Change is an inherent certainty of life and affects all dimensions of human existence. 
 - Communication involves the expression and reception of feelings, ideas, and information necessary for human interaction and understanding. 
 - Human wholeness and potential are nurtured through expressive, sensory, intellectual and social experiences. 
 - The quality of human life is affected by environmental and cultural interdependencies. 
 - Design provides a visual language, means of structuring and seeing the visual world. 
 - The urge to discover unknown realms, to achieve something original, may be felt by every one of us now and then. 
 - A society of people without the arts is unimaginable, as breathing would be without air. Such a society and people could not long survive. 
 - The visual arts are deeply embedded in our daily life, often so deeply or subtly that we are unaware.
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Artist(s), vocabulary and works of art utilized in lesson
Artist/Author/Illustrator: Stefan Czernacki, Paper Lanterns
Artist/Author/Illustrator: Joanne Cole and Bruce Degen, Ms. Frizzle’s Adventures, Imperial China
Dragon and Waves, artist unknown, 1615-1868
Vocabulary: All-over design, watercolor wash, rice paper, round nosed pliers, transparent, Chinese New Year, lantern, emphasis, thumbnail sketch
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Lesson preparation and lesson procedure
Share with students the historical background of Chinese New Year and the significance of the Chinese lantern in China (refer to references listed below)
Have students create a thumbnail sketch for each side of a lantern. 
Add color to each drawing to emphasize all-over designs.
Have students transfer their thumbnail sketches to rice paper.  Drawings ought to anchor each edge of paper.
Trace line of rice paper with stove wire (16 gauge)
Glue wire to overall shape on rice paper to create a sturdy framework for the lantern.  Students may need to help an artist friend complete the wire process.
Paint all-over designs with watercolor.  Discuss with students the inherent transparent qualities of watercolor and illustrate how the light will illuminate the painted rice paper.  Turn off the lights to demonstrate this step.
Using pipe cleaners or wire attach sides of lantern to chop sticks.
Assemble all sides of lantern with pipe cleaners.
Create a base for lantern with cardboard top, cardboard legs and a cardboard candleholder.
Reinforce base with paper mache and allow drying time.  Paint base and embellish with all-over design.
Pierce all three chopsticks to cardboard base and glue.
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Student Materials listed, Teacher Materials listed
Supplies needed: Stove wire, watercolors, paint brushes, battery operated candles, rice paper, 3 chop sticks, paper mache, tempera paint/acrylic paint, cardboard, pipe cleaners, drawing paper, markers/colored pencils, hands, heads and hearts.



Assessment: 
Have students discuss how their lantern is similar and/or different from the Chinese lanterns shared with class using art terminology learned during lesson.
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Display lanterns with battery operated candles in a dimmed room.  You may also want to have children parade throughout the hallways to showcase their work to the whole school.  Illuminated lanterns can be used during a larger all school event as well…have students suggest other uses for exhibiting their own lantern.

Selected references:
 - "Ms. Frizzles Adventures, Imperial China," Jo Anna Cole and Bruce Degen
 - "Paper Lantern," Stefan Czernecki
 - "Winter Lights, A Season in Poems and Quilts," Anna Grossnickle Hines
 - "Celebrate Chinese New Year," Elaine A. Kule
 - "Chinese New Year, A Time for Parades, Family, and Friends," Fay Robinson
 - "Christmas around the World," Mary d. Lankford
 - Rayala, Martin, (1995), "A Guide to Curriculum Planning in Art Education"
 - Janson, H. W., (1997), "History of Art for Young People"
