Abstract art through oil painting
Lesson plan submitted by Carol Rokicki, WAEA Secondary Division representative 

Grades 11-12, length- 3-4 weeks

Lesson Learning Objectives with Wisconsin Model Academic Standards for Art and Design
Studio Project: Oil Painting
Subject Matter: Word Abstraction
Content Standards: 
- Students will produce quality images and objects that effectively communicate and express ideas using varied media, techniques  and processes. 
- Students will reflect upon the nature of art and meaning in art and culture.
- Students will know and remember information about art and design.
Performance Standards: 
- Students will learn advanced language and vocabulary in art.
- Students will explore advanced skills and demonstrate knowledge to produce quality art (specific in process).
- Students will reflect and talk about works of art in advanced terms.
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Short Summary of lesson and essential ideas/Big Ideas/Theme
In this 3-4 week painting unit, students will create an original oil painting that is based on word images and their abstraction. Students will become acquainted with famous artists that use word images and abstraction as a subject matter.
Artists that will be explored: Stuart Davis and Pablo Picasso. Students will define and understand advanced vocabulary as it relates to this style. Student’s final composition will consist solely of word images that are abstracted with color
line, shape and space.
Big Ideas: Abstraction, Hard Edge, and Conceptual
Theme: Words
Essential Question: Is it possible to achieve deeper meaning through visual compositions that use abstraction? How does realism compare to this?

Artists, vocabulary and works of art utilized in lesson
Stuart Davis: Scholastic Magazine
Pablo Picasso: Scholastic Magazine, Video on Pablo Picasso Life
Vocabulary: abstract, conceptual, hard-edge painting, interlocking, overlapping, juxtaposition, color scheme, line variety, implied shape, and actual shape
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Lesson Preparation and lesson procedure
Drawing assignment: 50 points
1. Pick an ordinary object in the room and enlarge it on an 8”x10” black illustration board.
2. Using a white charcoal pencil, shade the object incorporating the word name of the object. Example; if the object is an apple, you shade the apple with the word “apple”. Use the “word” as you would use shading. Please add
highlights, shadows, detail and depth.

Famous Artist Study: 25 points
1. Review Stuart Davis and Pablo Picasso in class. Study Scholastic Art Magazines and watch video on Pablo Picasso. Complete artist information sheet in class (work in groups). 25 points
2. Have each group compare/contrast work between Davis and Picasso.

Sketchbook Assignment: 25 points
1. Make a list of 50 or more words in your sketchbook. Select words that pop into your head, please keep them appropriate.
2. Experiment with word arrangements; make a minimum of 4 thumbnail sketches that include your words in exciting arrangements. Try your words in a variety of fonts, styles, sizes and directions. Words can interlock, change
in perspective, or increase/decrease in size.
3. Choose your best arrangement and color it with color pencils. Keep in mind color scheme, complementary colors, etc.
4. Teacher/student approval of best composition.

Assignment:
1. Purchase stretched canvas or canvas board, minimum size 16” x 20” inches.
2. Using a pencil, enlarge pre-approved sketch on stretched canvas.
3. Achieve hard-edge look by taping all areas that need a clean edge.
4. Paint composition with oil paints. Thin oil paint with odorless thinner for initial color. Lay all colors in first. Build colors as you proceed. Add linseed oil or Darmar Varnish to paint for intense color.
5. Optional: Apply a coat of varnish after painting completion.

Student Materials listed, Teacher Materials listed
Student: brushes, stretched canvas, apron, oil paints, sketchbook
Teacher: oil paints, apron, odorless thinner, linseed oil, Darmar Varnish, brushes, palette paper

Assessment
Evaluation-Grading Rubric: Word Drawing, 50 points
1. Object enlarged on an “8x10” illustration board
2. Object shading with name of object
3. Depth, volume and detail developed
4. Originality in approach
5. Craftsmanship

Evaluation-Grading Rubric: Word Abstraction/Oil Painting 100 points
1. Word Imagery established
2. Experimentation with abstraction
3. Color scheme developed
4. Focal point established
5. Craftsmanship
6. Originality

Selected References
Scholastic Art Magazine
Pablo Picasso/Video/Crystal Productions
